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CLAIMS: 

1 . A facility for handling data regarding web activity of a plurality of users each having an 
associated cookie, comprising: 

a plurality of storage devices; 

each storage device containing web browsing activity information associated with the cookies 
of a selected subset of the users; and 

all the web browsing information for each cookie being stored on a single storage device. 

2. The facility of claim 1 including a data repository device connected to the storage devices, and 
operable to receive a stream of web browsing activity information from a plurality of web 
servers. 

3. The facility of claim 2 wherein the data repository is operable to transmit a web browsing activity 
information and associated cookie to a selected one of the storage devices associated with the 
cookie. 

4. The facility of claim 1 wherein each storage device is assigned a selected range of cookie values, 
and web browsing activity information associated with the selected range is stored in the 
associated storage device. 

5. The facility of claim 1 wherein the storage devices are connected to a master computer operable 
to retrieve data from the storage devices. 

6. The facility of claim 5 wherein the master computer is operable to analyze the data and generate 
an output. 

7. The facility of claim 6 wherein the output includes a list of a subset of the cookies having a 
selected web browsing activity attribute. 
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8. The facility of claim 7 wherein the attribute is past activity at a selected web entity. 

9. The facility of claim 1 wherein the web browsing activity information is indexed by cookie. 

10. The facility of claim 1 wherein each of the storage devices includes a processor, and wherein the 
processors operate independently of each other. 

1 1. A method of handling data regarding web activity of a plurality of users, comprising: 

recording a selected web activity by a user; 
determining a cookie associated with the web activity; 

determining which of a selected plurality of storage devices contains information associated 
with the cookie; and 

storing a data set associated with the selected web activity in the determined storage device. 

12. The method of claim 1 1 including receiving a stream of web browsing activity information from 
a plurality of web servers, and transmitting the information to a selected one of the storage 
devices. 

13. The method of claim 1 1 including establishing a selected range of cookie values for each storage 
device, and wherein determining which of a selected plurality of storage devices contains 
information associated with the cookie includes determining which selected range into which the 
cookie falls. 

14. The method of claim 1 1 including providing a master computer operably connected to each of 
the storage devices, and operating the master computer to retrieve data from at least one of the 
storage devices. 

15. The method of claim 14 including operating the master computer to analyze the data and 
generate an output. 
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16. The method of claim 15 wherein generating the output includes generating a list of a subset of 
the cookies having a selected web browsing activity attribute. 

17. The method of claim 16 wherein the attribute is past activity at a selected web entity. 

18. The method of claim 1 1 including indexing the web browsing activity information by cookie. 

5 19. The method of claim 1 1 wherein each of the storage devices includes a processor, and including 
operating the processors independently of each other. 

20. A method of handling data regarding web activity of a plurality of users, comprising: 


recording a selected web activity by a user; 

determining a cookie associated with the web activity; 

providing a plurality of different storage devices; 

assigning each storage device a unique set of cookie values; and 


storing a data set associated with the selected web activity in the storage device having 
assigned set into which the cookie falls. 


an 


AA-11 


